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READ THE PASSAGE FOR THE WEEK.

WE ARE UNIQUE. HAS THE RIVER EVER
THOUGHT TO ITSELF, "WHY DO | ALWAYS
FLOW THE SAME WAY?Y" THE SUN DOESN'Y
YEARN TO TAKE A DIFFERENT PATH ALONG
YHE HORIZON. EVEN ANIMALS WHO
HAVE BRAINS DON'T DISCUSS THE
MEANING OF THEIR LIVES. BUT WE CAN,
WE CAN TAKE A STEP BACK, LOOK AT
OURSELVES AND SAY, "WHAT'S GOING ON?”

PASSAGE FOR THE WEEK:
ECCLESIASTES 1:1-14

SOLITUDE.(

() rmogue DEPTH OF MY lom'rrrv?;wmn:
WILL L FIND THE DEPTHS "OF REALITY?

YO... DO IT. Do IT.

“JESUS CALLS US FROM LONELINESS YO
SOLITUDE.” CELEBRATION PG. 96.
ADD: JESUS CALLS US FROM

SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS TO SOLITUDE. JESUS CALLS
uUs FROM INSECURITY TO SOLITUDE. JESUS CALLS

US FROM THE NEED 1O IMPRESS OR CONTROL
OTHERS... TO som’uw MEDn'A'rt ON THIS.

I wOULD

READ MATTHEW 16:24-23

HBECOMESTME!

INTAM TERRIFIED. AND AT THE SAME
TIME | AM INSPIRED... | AM ON THE EDGE
OF MY SEAT IN GLORIOUS ANTICIPATION.
THIS MONTH'S DISCIPLINE ATTACKS ME
AT THE CORE OF MY INHIBITION. WILL
YOU FACE IT WITH ME?

I RUN FROM MY HUMANITY.
BEHIND MY PERSONALITY. | HIDE I
BEHIND MY TITLES. | HIDE IT BEHIND A
LIFEYIME'S PRACYICE OF PRETENDING. |
DESERVE AN OSCAR. BUY HERE AND
NOW | RELEASE IT. NOY ONLY IN WORD
BUY INSPIRIT. | AM FRAIL. | AM

ELF-CONSCIOUS. | THINK TOO MUCH
BOUY WHAT OTHERS THINK OF ME.
USE MY WORDS TO MANIPULATE, .
tusUAoE TO PROYECY AND PRESERV
MY REPUTATION. IN SOLITUDE AND
SILENCE | WILL LEARN TO TRUST GOD !
DO THOSE THINGS, AND | WILL LEARN
SUBMIT YO MY TRUE SELF. JOIN ME.

| HIDE IT

CAN WE BE REAL? CAN WE BE
HONEST? CAN WE BE WEAK? DO WE
TRUST GOD TO BE OUR STRENGTH?
DO WE APPRECIATE THE OPINION OF
OTHERS OR GET ANGRY OR AFRAID
WHEN OTHERS DISAGREE WITH US?
ARE WE LIVING LIFE, OR BEING
DRAGGED THROUGH LIFE BY EVENTS?
GOD WAITS FOR US TO MEET HIM IN
THE SILENCE OF SPIRIT. HisS W/ OQURS.

' UPCOMING EVENTS

PARTNER



READ THE PASSAGE FOR THE WEEK.

“OUR FEAR OF BEING ALONE DRIVES US TO
NOISE AND CROWDS.” CELEBRATION P96.

SERIOUSLY... | LEAVE MY BLARING TV 7O
ENTER MY CAR'S BLARING STEREO, TO GO
SEE A BLARING MOVIE, PASSING BLARING
BILLBOARDS ALONG THE WAY. | LEAVE
THE MOVIE IN MY BLARING CAR, GET
HOME AND PLUG INTO AN INFINITE BLARE
OF BLARING HIGH SPEED INTERNET.
PASSAGE FOR THE WEEK:
ECCLESIASTES 1:1-14
SOLITUDE:
WHEN DO | MAKE ROOM FOR coo IN MY
DEPTHS? HAVE l"&avw OUT ANY SECTION
ATALLFOR HIM IN THE MIDST OF MY,
BLARING LIFE2ISCHOOLIWORK, mmﬂ
"FRIENDS, VI DEO ¢ GAMES, SPORTS, TV, MOVIES
Mustc‘su:p DOES GOD HAVE*ANY wicalL
ROOM IN MY SOUL? LAST MONTH, WE
BEGAN TO LEARN HOW TO MAKE EVERY
MOMENT AND ACTION AN ACT OF WORSHIP.
THAT'S A BEGINNING. | ry
SOLITUDE AND SILENCE TAKE US EVEN

SPITE OF SCHEDULES AND WHIMS OF ENTERTAIN
PR!SENT OURSELVES TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD
?’WHO TRANSFORMS US WITHOUT A PEEP. ALONE
“AND INTIMATE WITH GOD., DlSCOVERIN

LIFE. R

YO... DO IT. DO IT. !

TAKE 5 OR 10 MINUTES YO MlDITAT! ON THE
SUBJECT OF SOLITUDE AND SILENCE.

THEN TRY YO SPEND 5 MINUYES IN SILENCE
BEFORE GOD., DON'T ASK FOR ANYTHING OR
PRAISE HIM. JUST SIT KNOWING YOU ARE IN His
PRESENCE. THIS TIME DOESN'T HAVE 10 BE
ANYTHING AMAZING. JUST TRY IT.

| MUST DECREASE..,
LIFE...
AND THROUGH ME.
BECOME REFLECTIONS OF HIS THOUGHTS
AND THEREFORE,
REFLECTIONS OF HIS ACTIONS.

DEEPER. THEY MAKE OUR WORSHIP.EVEN RICHER. s
ASWE PLACE OURSELVES BEFORE GODMIN SPITE OF D
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READ MATTHEW 16:24:23
"DEATHBECOMESME

JOHN THE BAPTIST SAID IT THIS WAY,
MUST INCREASE... | MUST DECREASE.”
IF | AM TO TASTE OF LIFE'S FULLNESS...
AND THE AUTHOR OF
JESUS CHRIST MUST INCREASE IN
MY THOUGHTS MUST

MY ACTIONS

BUT HOW? HOW DO | EVEN GET TO A

PLACE WHERE | CAN HEAR HIS
THOUGHTS...
TO BECOME MINE?

MUCH LESS ALLOW THEM

HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO HAVE AN

TIMATE CONVERSATION IN A
FONCERY? IT's KIND OF HARD... WITH
LL THE EXTRA NOISE BLARING AT YOU

IS EASIER YO HEAR THE VOICE OF GO

r' THE SILENT PLACE OF OUR SPIRIT,
AWAY FROM THE NOISE. PRACTICE HI
PRESENCE TODAY WITH THIS IN MIN

ADLINES... IN
S WE

;' ——

EN

PSS T T .

| ARE WE LIVING LIFE OR BEING
DRAGGED THROUGH LIFE BY EVENYS?
GOD WAITS FOR US TO MEET HIM IN
THE SILENCE OF SPIRIT. HIS SPIRIT
WITH OURS. TO EXPERIENCE HIM,

WE CAN CULTIVATE AN INNER
INTIMACY WITH GOD THROUGH THE
DISCIPLINE OF SOLITUDE AND SILENCE.
IMAGINE A SETTLED HEART POURING
OUT PEACE AND LOVE AND STRENGTH
AND WORSHIP, SILENT BEFORE GOD.
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READ THE PASSAGE FOR THE WEEK.

HAVE YOU EVER HAD ONE OF THOSE
KINDS OF FRIENDS? THE KIND OF FRIEND
THAT MAKES AWKWARD SILENCE A
NON-REALITY. YOU CAN JUST SIT IN THE
CAR TOGETHER WITHOUTY FORCING
CONVERSATION. SOMETIMES YOU JUST
ENJOY EACH OTHER'S PRESENCE. JUST
BEING TOGETHER IS ENOUGH...CHILL TIME.
GOD CAN BETHAT TYPE OF FRIEND,

PASSAGE FOR THE WEEK:
ECCLESIASTES 1:1-14

WITHOUT INNER SOLITUDE, THE WORDS OF
THE PREACHER IN THIS WEEK'S PASSAGE
wui'i'l.wms RING muz‘onn: ARE BORN,
HEY GROW UP, HAVE JOBS, HAVE cmwam’
AND DIE® THEIR CHILDREN GROW UP. HAVE

JOBS AND CHILDREN, AND DlE“

SURE WE HAVE TIVO NOW WE HAVE’JETS
AND NUCLEAR BOMBS, BUT HUMANITY AND

WORLD BREATHES DEADLINES,

EVEN IN A CROWD BY ONE WHO HAS
LBECOME ACCUSTOMED TO RESTING IN

IHIS HORTING .

READ MATTHEW 16:24-23
H I(('y MESTME,

HERE IS THE DEAL: THE SPIRIT OF THE
NOISE,

PISTRACTION, PRODUCTION, AND
INDIVIDUALITY VOID OF DIVINE
IPENYITY... THE SPIRIT OF LIFE - THE
HOLY SPIRIT - BREATHES PEACE, INNER
STILLNESS, ATTENTIVENESS TO TRUTH
AND LIFE, LOVE,

AND AN UNSHAKARLE
IPDENTITY TIED INTO THE IDENTITY OF
GOD. SOLITUDE IS AN INNER REALITY...
NOT A MERE ABSENCE OF THE PRESENCE
OF OTHERS. SOLITUDE CAN BE FOUND

!

HE SPIRIT OF LIFE. BUY | MUST LOSE M?
PEFINITION OF MY LIFE TO ENTER INTO (
[HIS INNER LIFE. | MUST DECREASE AND
HE MUST INCREASE. THIS IS WHAT WE
WILL PRACTICE THIS MONTH. PRA L
FHE PRESENCE OF GOD,

NATURE AT OUR DEPTHS ARE REAllY THE SAME lTHERE s

NOTHING NEW UNDERNEATH THE SUN"SIT I?ALwAIN REPETI'! ION ‘

wn‘rHour THE REALITY OF GOD. 'oua PURPOSE..

LET'S NOT BE DRUG THROUGH u:: B "MERE EVENTS OF VAIN
NOISE. LEYT'S PAUSE... LET'S oevnop STILL, g
sn.:m HEARTS FAMII.IAR WITH SPENDING
INDISPENSABLE CHILL TIME WITH coo"

| PRAY THAT GOD WII.I. OPEN YOUR EYES
AND YOUR HEART TO AN INNER
SILENCE THIS MONTH. MEDITATE ON
A LIFE DEFINED BY AN INNER
MANIFESTATION OF THE PRESENCE OF
GOD. BEGIN MAKING PLANS TO
SUBMIT YOUR IDENTITY AND TIME TO
THE PRACTICE OF SOLITUDE. CONSIDER
FASTING IN PRAYERFUL ANTICIPATION.
WORSHIP HIM FOR WHAT HE IS GOING
TO DO IN YOU THIS MONTH,

YOo... Do iT. POIT.

REPEAY LASY NIGHT'S "DO IT." DON'T WORRY IF
THIS IS HARD 1O PO... DON'YT QUIY IF IT FEELS
POlNTlESS. THERE 3 A LIFETIME OF
'Nom-unn' FIGHWNG THIS. DON'T OVER
THINK IT. DON'YT FORCE IT. JUSY CHILL,
PRACTICE,
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READ THE PASSAGE FOR THE WEEK.

DOESN'T THIS PASSAGE BREATH JOY INTO
YOUR HEART!!! EVERYTHING IS VAIN AND
EMPTY... WOW... | KNOW I'M EXCITED
ABOUT LIFE NOW!!!

BUT LET'S SKIP TO THE END: Ecc.
12:13-14 "THE CONCLUSION, WHEN ALL
HAS BEEN HEARD, I5: FEAR GOD AND KEEP
HIs COMMANDMENTS, BECAUSE THIS
APPLIES TO EVERY PERSON. FOR GOD WILL
BRING EVERY ACY TO JUDGMENT,

v

EVERYTHING WHICH IS HIDDEN, WHETHER
SOI.lTUDE AND SII.!NCE ISTHE ACT OF
PRESENTING OURSELVES BEFORE THE ON

ITIS GOOD OR EVIL."
PASSAGE FOR THE WEEK:
ECCLESIASTES 1:1-14
'AND ONLY*EOD WHO GIVES PURPOSE TO
‘EVERY CT." WITHOUT GOD, EVERY ACT WII.L

OLITUDE:
PERISH AT THE END OF TIME... OR AT LEAST

\WHEN OUR SUN HAS SPENT.ITSELF AND THE |

EARTH BECOMES DESOLATE A
HISTORIANS.

D EMPTY or"
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READ MATTHEW 16:24-23

"DEA HBECOMESME:

SO FAR THIS WEEK, | HAVE BEEN

ATTEMPYING TO PORTRAY SOME OF THE

NEED IN OUR LIVES FOR SOLITUDE AND
SILENCE. | HAVE ALSO BEEN HINTING AY

SOME OF THE BENEFITS OF DEVELOPING A
STILL, SILENT SPIRIT.
FOR THE REST OF THE WEEK WE'LL TRY

TO DEFINE MORE CLEARLY WHATY
SOLITUDE IS. FOR NOW, MEDPITATE ON
THIS: IN OUR WORLD OF NOISE, TO
PRACTICE THE DISCIPLINE OF SILENCE
AND SOLITUDE, WE ARE GOING TO HAVE
TO PRACYICE THE DISCIPLINE OF
SUBMISSION. WE'LL SUBMIT OUR TIME,
OUR VOICE, OUR CONTROL... OUR VERY

_SELVES THIS MONTH. AS YOU PRACTIC

OD’S PRESENCE TODAY, PRACTI(E T
PIRIT OF SUBMISSION.

T — =

PRACTICING SOLITUDE AND suwcs@:‘ﬂ:s sn‘ruuc. G INTOTHE ETERNAL) NON-PERISHABLE
PURPOSE OF GOD. IT IS CEASING FROM STRIYVING AFTER THEWIND R IT IST0 STOP CHASING -

OUR TAILS IN LIFE.

LIFE'S AUTHOR. FEASTING OFF OF LIFE!

Yo... DO IT. DO IT.

REPEAY THE SAME DO IT" AS THE PREVIOUS FEW

EVENINGS. DON'T FORCE ANY FEELINGS.

AFTERWARDS, ANALYZE YOUR TIME. MEDITATE
ON ANYTH ING YOuU RKEWED FROM GCOD, WHAY

MADE THE TIME EASY? WHAYT MADE IT

DIFFICULT? WHAT CAN YOU DO DIFFERENTLY?

IT 1S TO STYEP OUT OF AIMLESS ACTION INTO INTENTIONAL STILLNESS,
NO LONGER ARE WE BOUNCING FROM EVENT 10 —
EVENT IN LIFE. WE ARE SITTING AT THE FEET OF
SAND
'LEARNING TO LIVE THE LIFE CHRIST DESCRIBED

INJOHN 5:19. TAKE TIME 1O READ.iTHATIIVERSE;

— —_— ~~— o

INNER SOllTUDE AND SILENCE ARE SO

CLOSELY RELATED THAYT WE'VE BEEN

USING THE TERMS INTERCHANGEABLY.
| WHAT IS A SILENT INNER SPIRIT TO
YOU? WHAT DOES IT FEEL LIKE?
WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE IN
SOMEONE'S LIFE? WHAT WOULD IT
LOOK LIKE IN YOURS?
MEDITATE ON THIS: HOW CAN | HEAR
GOD'S VOICE IF | DON'T LISTEN? HOW
CAN | LISTEN IF | AM NOT SILENT?







