Week 1, Beatitude #1
ESV Matthew 5:3  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”


Monday
ESV Luke 18:9-14  9 ¶ He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt:  10 "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.'  13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!'  14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted."
Tuesday
ESV Matthew 15:21-28  21¶ And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon.  22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon."  23 But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, "Send her away, for she is crying out after us."  24 He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."      25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me."  26 And he answered, "It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs."    27 She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."  28 Then Jesus answered her, "O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire." And her daughter was healed instantly.
Wednesday
ESV Matthew 8:1-13¶  When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.  2 And behold, a leper1 came to him and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if you will, you can make me clean."  3 And Jesus1 stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them."  5  When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him,  6 "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly."  7 And he said to him, "I will come and heal him."  8 But the centurion replied, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed.  9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my servant,1 'Do this,' and he does it."  10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith.  11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  13 And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; let it be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that very moment.
Thursday
ESV Deuteronomy 8:11-18   11 "Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today,  12 lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them,  13 and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied,  14 then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,  15 who led you through the great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock,  16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test you, to do you good in the end.  17 Beware lest you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.'  18 You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.
Friday
ESV Isaiah 66:1-2  Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest?  2 All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares the LORD. But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.
Saturday
ESV Psalm 86:1-7 A Prayer of David. Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy.  2 Preserve my life, for I am godly; save your servant, who trusts in you--you are my God.  3 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all the day.  4 Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.  5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.  6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace.  7 In the day of my trouble I call upon you, for you answer me.
